Courtesans and Their Lovers
"Because courtesans had such an important function in Italian Renaissance society, their
history incorporates the stories of the most influential men of their time- rulers, churchmen,
and, inevitably, writers and artists, great numbers of whom strove for a niche in courtesans'
hearts as well as for a place in their beds."
‘Lives of the Courtesans by Lynne Lawner/ Rizzoli 1987

Two Italian Courtesans
sit on their balcony with their dogs in
this painting by Vittore Carpaccio (16th century)

This is the artwork of Jaap Major, father of Mariska, a
retired prostitute. It is one of a series of his paintings
of the prostitutes who sit in the windows of the red
light district in Amsterdam, legally plying their trade.

REPENT, BE REDEEMED!
"Both the secular and religious
ideal in the medieval period was
to reclaim the prostitute if at all
possible, and the medieval
Christian was always conscious
from the example of Mary
Magdalene that a harlot could
achieve salvation. Usually the
machinery of the Church stood
ready to assist women willing to
leave the life of sin, although it
was recognized that realistically
chances for successful reform
were slim. Still the hope of
reform was there and two major
avenues of reform were advance.
Favored by most reformers were
attempts to induce the repentant
prostitute to enter the religious
life, to become a nun.. . . In
1198 Pope Innocent III urged
that all good citizens attempt to
reclaim prostitutes. . .
A second method of dealing with
the reformed prostitute was to
encourage her to marry. . . In
1109 Pope Innocent II lauded
those who married harlots in
order to reform them and
described their actions as not
"least among the works of
charity." Those who rescued
public prostitutes and took them
to wife were performing acts that
would count for the remission of
their own sins."
"Prostitution: An Illustrated Social
History " Vern &Bonnie Bullough/
Crown Books 1978

Above: Gabriel Bella “Courtesans Racing in Rio
della Sensa” (18th century)
Left: A Man Raising a Wine Horn to Toast His
Courtesan-Wall painting Herculaneum

When Mariska became a prostitute, her father chose
to deal with his feelings about this by
creating artwork of the many women in the red light
district with whom his daughter worked. The paintings
are on display at the world famous Prostitution
Information Centre (PIC) founded by Mariska.
The Centre provides information about
prostitution to the many tourists who stop in the store,
who are fascinated by the openness of prostitutioands.
The Centre also sells condoms, lubricants and other
necessary items to the sex workers who work in the
area. It also publishes the “Pleasure Guide” for the
men who are looking for commercial companionship
and entertainment.
Mariska married a few year ago and retired from her
profession. She now spends time with her husband
and children, still developing ideas to expand the PIC.

Courtesy of Jaap Majoor/ Mariska Media ©

Our Families- Our Lives

ISWFACE- International Sex Worker Foundation for Art, Culture and Education

Fille De Joie Erotica Festival March 2005

